WINTER
WON DERSSE

WARM AND
WELCOMING ROOMS

50 DELIGHTFUL,
DAZZLING GIFTS [l i

A HIGH-STYLE -
SKI HOUSE '

FEf “érii,f."f
994111

‘“, [v nL,u

‘*rpnis:-. i
LU

]
% (L] ] "l.‘}
. jamw isemq
STLL AL A

i
1 D
S

\

\

)‘4:;., & a
- £ N ¢
4 = u .. =
SR\ g — = - . e
& " o

v o I T
g 1 7 = ) . | -

et [ ez i o

R

EMBER 2010,
;!AN! JARY. zon
USA $5.99
ELLEDECOR.COM



132 ELLEDECOR.COM

:
§
i
£
3
£
§
g
i

THE DIVORCE WAS DIFFICULT for the client,
an elegant woman in her 30s, as she acknowledged re-
cently. But her mood brightened two years ago when she
began working with New York-based designer Alex Pa-
pachristidis on decorating a gracious new flat in one of
London’s most beautiful neighborhoods.

She describes the process of working with Papachristidis,
with whom she had created two previous residences, as
“glorious,” a word that might also describe the result, a three-
bedroom duplex dressed in subtle color and rich fabrics. “He
helped me let the light in,” she says.

Such illuminations are Papachristidis’s specialty. A native
of the Upper East Side of Manhattan who grew up traveling
the world (his father was a ship owner), he cuts a bright
swath through the comfortable confines of places like Palm
Beach, Paris, and the east end of Long Island in his blue
blazer and well-creased jeans. “l tend to understand how
the people | work with live,” he says, flashing an impish grin
as his Yorkshire terrier, Theodore, nestles in his lap.

In the past, the client hadn’t been much interested in color.
One of her previous apartments was “very heavy, very Eng-
lish, very old. And she was very young,” Papachristidis says.
But this time he was able to coax her into using a palette of
modern tones that is, somehow, both stirring and restrained.

In the master bedroom with its dove-gray upholstered
walls, a towering tufted headboard designed by Papachris-
tidis in gold satin is balanced by a long bench covered in a
zesty zigzag fabric. In the upstairs sitting room, leopard-
print pillows adorn the deep violet silk cushion of a daybed.
In the guest bedroom, an oversize floral on the walls pro-
vides a backdrop for pale gray tufted twin beds that flank a
small metal table by the late John Dickinson with the trompe
I'oeil effect of draped fabric. “In my experience, women are
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